PORT PROFILE:- PORT OF AUCKLAND
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FIRST CHART OF ADCELAND MHARBOUR.
Poblisked in 1839,

With the Port of Auckland
* situated on the south side of the
Waitemata and’ the Port of
Onehunga within the Manakau
Harbour, the Ports of Auckland
form the maritime gateway to
New Zealand's largest city and
its most heavily populated
region. It was not always so,
however. - Many sailing ships
had visited New Zealand before
Captain William Hobson was
appointed to claim sovereignty
and select the site for a capital.
He liked the look of the Bay of

Islands but the land sharks had -

go! there before him and funds

at his disposal were not
sufficient to found a city.
- Wellington was the next

possibility, It appealed as it had
been settled by a good class of
migrant and it was central, but
it had one insuperable draw-
back - the port. Hobson had
been at sea since he was a boy
and could recognise an
"awkward anchorage when he
saw one. He reported to
Whitehall on the harbour of
Port Nicholson, "Its very great
extent and the tremendous
violence of the prevailing winds

generate so heavy a sea within
itself as to suspend for many
days together all operations
connected with shipping." The
choice fell to Auckland.

There were hardly any people
living around the Waitemata
except for a few Maori in
Orakei as a series of savage
tribal wars had almost wiped
out the Maori on the isthmus.
Most white speculators had been
too timid to try to buy property
and Hobson could be spared the
exhausting haggling over land
purchases. He liked the look of
the harbour.

Felton  Mathew,  Hobson's
surveyor, actually recommended
the land which is now Panmure.
Hobson took one look at the
sand bank on the
Estuary and decided in favour of
the south side of the Waitemata
to establish the town.

In 1841 the increasing trade in
to the new port of Auckland
made a pilotage service
necessary. North Head was the
most convenient place to locate
the pilot station and Mount
Victoria was established as the
signal station,
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