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OUTSIDE EDGE 
As usual with the March issue, herein 
you will find the annual subscription 
form.  It is on page 11 and it would be 
nice to think that members will have 
to photocopy it as non-members 
clamour to join.  Wishful thinking, I 
suppose, but I really can’t understand 
why any serving pilot would not want 
to belong to the only organizations 
promoting the profession of pilotage 
both nationally and internationally - 
the latter through the membership of 
the International Maritime Pilots As-
sociation, which is automatic through 
membership of our own N.Z.M.P.A. 
The annual subscription remains at 
$160 and, at risk of repeating myself, 
for the enhancement of pilot safety it 
doesn’t seem such a burden. 
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Sir, 
I have now the honour to submit my 
report on the improvement of the navi-
gation near the town of Invercargill, at 
the New River Estuary, and about nine 
miles from the sea.  Being the point of 
junction the lines of railway from the 
north, the east, and the west, Invercar-
gill is obviously destined to become a 
place of  considerable importance. 
The object sought to be obtained in 
this case is the creation of an addi-
tional depth in the channel leading up 
to the Town Jetty as will give nine feet 
at low water of spring tides, equivalent 
to seventeen and a half feet at high 
water springs, and fifteen feet at high 
water neaps. 
After due consideration of the circum-
stances of this case, I am of opinion 
that the object in view will be best 
accomplished by the formation of a 
Channel and Training Bank  upon the 
lines shown in red colour on the ac-
companying drawing. 
By reference to this drawing it will be 
seen that I propose to form a channel 
from the upper end of “The Pool”, 
situated about half a mile below the 
existing jetty to a point just above the 
Powder Magazine, where the new 
channel would join with the existing 
river course.  As indicated on the 
drawing, there would be a swinging 
basin at a short distance above the 
jetty, where vessels could be turned.  
From the upper or north end of the 
swinging basin the bottom of the new 
channel would be formed at an incli-

In last years March issue the report of Sir John Coode into the port of Bluff began.  
Bluff was just one of many New Zealand ports which he investigated on behalf of 
the New Zealand Government and while in the south he also reported on the fu-
ture development of the Port of Invercargill, known as the New River Estuary. 

nation of 1 in 250 until it meets the 
present river bed. 
The channel would, I consider, be 
sufficiently wide if executed with a 
bottom width of 100 feet; it could be 
widened at any future time to 150 feet 
if found necessary, which, however, is 
not probable; the depth should not be 
less than nine feet at low water of 
spring tides, as already described.  The 
side slopes would vary according to 
the nature of the material passed 
through; slopes of 12 to 1 are allowed 
for where in mud; 6 to 1 in sand or 
gravel; and 3 to 1 in clay.  I may re-
mark that an allowance is made in the 
estimate for the scouring away by the 
currents during progress of one-fourth 
of the quantity of mud shown upon the 
sections supplied to me from the col-
ony.  The dredging of the full quantity 
of sand, gravel, and clay have, how-
ever, been estimated for. 
I should here remark that, owing to a 
question with respect to the identity of 
some of the colours on the boring dia-
gram, and in the absence of written 
descriptions on the respective bore-
holes, there is a doubt as to the level at 
which the rock exists in two or three 
cases.  It is there-fore desirable, before 
any work is actually commenced, that 
trials should be made with probing 
rods or otherwise along the line of the 
channel, and (although scarcely prob-
able tat such will be the case) the line 
laid down on the accompanying draw-
ing may, if necessary, be modified, so 
as to avoid encountering rock within 
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the limits of nine feet below water of 
spring tides - the level proposed for 
the bottom. 
On the eastern side of the new channel 
a training bank, 3,000 feet in length, 
formed of brushwood and rubble 
stone, deposited from barges, should 
be constructed in the position shown 
on the drawing and indicated by the 
letters A B.  This bank would be 
brought up to half tide level, the top 
being 4 feet 6 inches wide, with side 
slopes of 1.25 to 1.  A substantial 
stone beacon, with pole and ball,  
should be erected at the lower, or 
southern end of the bank, together 
with a small beacon or perch midway 
between the southernmost or principal 
beacon and the end of the jetty.  I esti-
mate the cost of the channel training 
and beacons hereinbefore recom-
mended, at £41,200, assuming that a 
suitable dredger and barges are avail-
able, and that the works will not be 
debited on account thereof with a 
greater amount than may be requisite 
for their upkeep and working charges 
during the formation of the channel. 
The jetty extension, 400 feet in length, 

shown by red crossed lines on the 
drawing, would cost £10,400 if con-
structed with colonial timber; the ex-
penditure upon the channel, training 
bank and jetty extension would there-
fore, together, amount to £51,600 in-
cluding a proper allowance for contin-
gencies and supervision.  If the Jetty 
were extended 200 feet only in the 
first instance, the cost of this would be 
£5,200 which, added to the estimate 
for the channel, etc., (£41,200) would 
give a total outlay of £46,400, for a 
less expenditure than which proper 
works cannot be provided. 
In making the foregoing recommenda-
tions it has been assumed there is a 
depth of not less than 9 feet at low 
water of spring tides in the fairwayof 
the present channel between the sea 
and the Pool: I mention this because 
the survey made by Mr J. T. Thomson, 
twentythree years since (a copy of 
which has been sent to me with the 
documents) shows that opposite and 
just to the southward of Bushy Point - 
which is about 2 and a half miles be-
low the town, there was, in 1856, a 
shoal place in the river, with only 

from 5 to 7 feet over it at low water of 
spring tides, but according to the in-
formation given me when examining 
the site, there was then not less than 9 
feet at low water of springs in any part 
of the navigable track between Bushy 
Point and the sea. 
At the time of my inspection the town 
jetty was not in a fit condition for the 
passage of heavy traffic over it.  I have 
not included in the foregoing estimates 
any sum for the strengthening of this 
jetty, feeling that this can be deter-
mined more exactly in the locality 
after a detailed survey and examina-
tion of the different parts of the struc-
ture. 
The works I have hereinbefore de-
scribed and recommended will, in my 
opinion, be sufficient to meet the re-
quirements of Invercargill for many 
years to come.  Having regard to the 
physical conditions of the site, and its 
position with reference to the deep 
water harbour at the Bluff it would 
not, I consider, be expedient for the 
present to embark in more extensive 
improvement at this port than those I 
have recommended. 

PLAN OF PORT AT NEW RIVER TO ACCOMPANY TEXT 
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The training bank, having a concave 
curve, will ensure the permanence of 
the deep water on the town side of the 
channel and along the face of the pro-
posed jetty extension.  With the aid of 
this bank the new channel should be 
self maintaining but in the absence of 
the influence it would exert in direct-
ing the river and tidal currents, the 
continuance of the full depth could not 
be relied upon. 
I must not omit to mention that Mr 
Hatch, the Mayor of Invercargill at the 
time of my inspection and Chairman 
of the Harbour Board, offered me 
every possible facility in the course of 
my local examination.  Mr Austin, C. 
E., of the Public Works Department, 
rendered me great assistance in pre-
paring copies of maps, etc. of this lo-
cality. 

Yours etc, 
JOHN COODE 

 
13 December 1879 

 
5 Westminster Chambers, 
London, S. W.   

The Invercargill wharf is probably in better condition now than when John Coode 
inspected it in 1879, although it doesn’t have the required 9 feet of water along-
side.  The remains of a training wall may be seen in the background and in the 

distance is Bluff Hill - when the railway to Bluff was completed in 1867 it signaled 
the demise of Invercargill as a port, although it struggled on until 1939 when the 
“Hourota” became the last commercial vessel to trade there.  The port’s signal-

man, however, continued to be employed until 1962. 

Obituary�
Brian John Crawford (Ben) Jones 

 20th June 1935 - 16th December 2009  

Ben was born in Ilford, Essex. Having 
been tutored in the use of a sextant at 
the age of seven by a Master Mariner 
uncle, the seeds were sown for a sea-
going career. 
In 1952 he attended Warsash the well 
known school of Navigation at South-
ampton, for pre sea training. 
From there he joined the New Zealand 
Shipping Company as an apprentice, 
serving in “Rakaia”, “Cornwall”, 
“Hinakura” and “Tongariro”. 
He remained with NZS gaining his 
Second Mates, Mates and Masters 
Certificates and serving as Third Mate 
and Second Mate on “Sussex”, 
“Cumberland” and “Rangitata” and 
finally as Mate of “Otaio”, when in 
1962 he resigned and immigrated to 
New Zealand in hope of gaining a 
pilots position in this country.  
A period of shore employment (selling 
floor coverings) was followed by a 
return to sea in the cement vessel 

“Nathaniel Wilson”. 
His chance came in 1966 when he 
signed on as Mate of the tug 
“Aucklander” and in 1967 gained his 
Auckland pilots license, eventually 
retiring as Senior Pilot on the 7th April 
1997. 
Ben’s early love of sailing acquired in 
North Wales was continued in New 
Zealand with voyages to Noumea, 
Loyalty Islands, New Hebrides and 
Fiji. This led to teaching navigation to 
yachtsman and inaugurating the New 
Zealand Yacht Navigators Society and 
his election as founder president. 
After retiring from Piloting in 1997 
Ben was able to pursue his love of 
golf, travel, family and friends, he also 
continued his involvement with the 
Durham Association and Master Mari-
ners. 
Ben’s ability to raise a smile, with a 
ready story or joke was legendary, his 
company and lively presence will be 

sorely missed. 
Ben is survived by his wife Patricia, 
daughters Angela, Katie and Helen. 



��

�
������

��� �
�	

 �

AUCKLAND  
With Summer officially over I think 
we can reflect back on it as being a 
pretty damn good one for us 
We had a couple of big ships call in, 
with the Maersk Detriot  at  294m 
being the biggest container ship to call 
here, and the Queen Mary 2 also paid 
a visit last week. 
The general consensus on the Maersk 
Detroit was she was a very different 
handling ship than the 281m Albatross  
class and although only 13m longer 
took a lot more helm to get her 
through the channel bends and also 
took a lot more engine power to pull 
her up. 
The Queen Mary 2 on the other hand 
was a marvelous handling ves-
sel .According to Mac ,who took her 
in and out, although he did say it was 
very much an instruments only ap-
proach  in the channel ,as the bridge 
design and sheer scale of it meant you 
would be running half marathons if 
you tried to view your rate of turn by 
using MK1 eyeball observation  by 
looking aft from the Bridge wings. So 
she took very close monitoring  of the 
rate of turn indicator and the predic-
tive turn cursor. 
We start the Louis Vutton racing se-
ries this week with all of the racing 
courses encompassing the inner harbor 
and main shipping channel .It  seemed 
to work well last year as the Harbour 
Masters team liaise very closely with 
us so that we can all go about our 
business  with minimum disruption. 
They have also been increasing their 
enforcement profile by issuing tickets 
to the “mentally challenged” on jet 
skis who like to ride between Ships 
and Tugs and the fishermen who insist 
on anchoring in the middle of the 
channel and refuse to move. 
I suppose some you may have all been 

observing, with underwhelming indif-
ference, the debate raging in our good 
city about what to do with Queens 
wharf , and some of the interesting 
designs for it. Most of which would 
seem to me, to have to involve lower-
ing visiting passenger ships vertically  
by large helicopters if they were to 
safely avoid the protruding design 
structures. Although it seems for now 
that the rusty old sheds (which sud-
denly became “iconic” when their 
replacement costs  were considered) 
may again revert from “Party central” 
back to “Pigeon central” and leave us 
with Princess wharf as the main pas-
senger terminal for a little while yet. 
Personally I have no problem at all 
with Princess wharf but since it has 
been developed with the multi story 
apartments   it does occasionally leave 
one with the lingering conundrum of 
what you may observe on their balco-
nies on a Saturday or Sunday morning. 
As one recent guest, safe in the pri-
vacy of his third story waterfront ter-
race with unencumbered views across 
the harbor may have, in the course of 
the evening soaked  up a little more 
than just the view and decided to col-
lapse in a starfish shape  across his 
patio furniture remaining in blissful 
slumber, totally unaware that  early 
the next morning a six story passenger 
ship would be berthing  alongside  just  
metres away from him , whilst the 
ship glided into position , leaving sev-
eral hundred passengers musing over  
why he chose to remove all his cloth-
ing except for one  shoe and sock ,and 
why he chose to wear them on differ-
ent feet! 

WELLINGTON  
As I sit looking out the window at yet 
another day of blue skies and glassy 
calm waters, I’m wondering why there 

isn’t a cruise ship in today. Although 
quite a few enjoyed pleasant condi-
tions, a few got to appreciate why the 
Windy City got it’s name. 
Last month our pilots were given the 
opportunity to share the new approach 
to BRM, called BTCC (Bridge Team 
Command and Control) as being de-
veloped and adopted by Cunard and 
Princess Cruises. It was arranged for 
our pilots to attend one of the Princess 
vessels when it got alongside, to re-
ceive a presentation on the bridge by 
Capt. Chris Rynd. Chris is circulating 
between their vessels working with 
bridge teams, helping implement this 
new system. The system sees the Cap-
tain, Staff Captain, senior O.O.W. and 
junior O.O.W. full the positions of 
Operations Director, Navigator, Co-
Navigator and Administrator. These 
positions are interchangeable, al-
though it is likely to see the Captain or 
Staff Captain fill the position of Ops. 
Director and an inexperienced O.O.W. 
act as administrator. The Pilot, helms-
man and lookout are other members of 
the team. 
Unfortunately we didn’t even get a 
foot on the gangway, as only a few 
ship lengths from the berth, the Cap-
tain chose to abort the berthing, and 
head back to sea. The gusts in the vi-
cinity of 50 knots may have played a 
part in his decision, even though our 
long-serving pilot expressed his confi-
dence as he stemmed the wind to-
wards the berth, that with two tugs and 
ample ships horse-power control could 
be maintained. Subsequently our pilot 
returned to shore accompanied by 
Chris, who was due to leave that day 
to fly to the next vessel in the fleet. He 
did however manage to give a very 
good presentation in our Boardroom 
before leaving. 
This must have been a very frustrating 
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situation for the numerous buses, taxis 
and tour operators, who were left 
standing on the wharf watching their 
business sail away. 
Another notable event last month, was 
the final curtain for the Peter Jack-
son’s famous King Kong vessel, Ven-
ture. Previously sailing as the Manuia, 
she lay derelict at Miramar Wharf 
since the making of the film. Numer-
ous proposals were suggested for her 
future use, from being developed as a 
tourist attraction to a dive wreck, but 
none became reality. So like a number 
of derelict fishing vessels in recent 
years, she was stripped out and pre-
pared for scuttling in the dumping 
ground south of Wellington. She was 
towed out uneventfully by tug Toia, 
and there Harbour masters staff 
boarded her and opened the sea-cocks. 
She took close to an hour to settle well 
enough in the water for the sea to start 
spilling over the hatch coamings, but 
then she was gone in a matter of min-
utes. A sad ending for what was origi-
nally a nicely finished wee vessel. 

LYTTELTON  
On the Port’s latest visit to the up-
graded ship-handling simulator at 
AMC in Tasmania,the pilots were able 
to further refine operating parameters 
for handling large car carriers in the 
Inner Harbour where manoeuvering 
room is somewhat limited. This 
knowledge has since been put into 
practical effect when the 200m LOA 
Century Leader No.5 was berthed in 
the Inner Harbour last month. This 

was the largest car carrier to berth in 
the Inner Harbour by a considerable 
margin and for this first call, the op-
portunity was taken to assign two 
 pilots to the task, with the second 
person manning our Navicom PPU 
and assisting with clearing distances 
on the “blind” side. As luck would 
have it, the weather conditions were 
relatively benign and no problems 
were experienced.   
 The Antarctic summer season gener-
ates a bit of trade for the port and this 
year a new player entered the market. 
South Korea are looking to establish a 
presence on the ice and have commis-
sioned a new icebreaker-the Araon. 
Despite being fitted with twin azi-
muthing units, the Master was 

strangely reluctant to properly utilise 
his new technology for berthing which 
made for a challenging Master/Pilot 
relationship! 
 The first export shipment of 20,000 
Tonnes of coal from the new Pike 
River mine on the West Coast recently 
left the port. While this was only a 
part load, the vessel proceeded to 
Gladstone to top up. Depending on 
how soon the new mine ramps up to 
full production, the total coal trade 
should increase considerably.                        
The recent tsunami warning generated 
by the Chilean earthquake thankfully 
had little effect on marine operations. 
A number of arriving vessels were 
kept out at sea until the evening when 
the advisory was downgraded. Float-
ing plant were sent out into the har-
bour for a time. The most noticeable 
effect was with tidal surges, the worst 
of which caused a rapid drop to  -0.6m 
on the gauge just before LW then a 
rapid rise to 1.6m in less than an hour 
before dropping away again. The tidal 
surges continued for the next couple 
of days. 
 

PORT CHALMERS/DUNEDIN  
In spite of the recession, we have had 
a great cruise season. The last vessel 
for the season is on 5th April. Since the 
middle of January, Summer is here at 
last & it is so nice to have good con-
sistent weather. May it last for many 
more months!! The fishing trawlers 
are back too & the rest of the shipping 
has been very steady. To add to that, “The end is nigh”. 

The end of the line for the “Venture”. 
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we are experiencing record log ex-
ports, which is great! 
Our old pilot launch ‘Otoroa’, has 
finally been sold last year & all going 
well, should be operating as a pleasure 
launch in Wellington harbour.  
Since December 2009, we have also 
leased a PPU for a period of 6 months. 
All the pilots have been using it as 
much as possible. Unfortunately, the 
unit has not worked to our satisfaction 
& it has been frustrating for all of us 
to take the unit on board vessels, not 
being able to rely on it completely. 
The PPU company is looking into the 
defects & we hope to have better & 
consistent results. If any of the other 
ports have been using such equipment 
& have been extremely happy with it, 
please get in touch with us & we can 
then discuss the pros & cons. 
On 17th December 2009, it was excit-
ing to have the ‘Maersk Detroit’ call 
into Port Chalmers, as a one-off call in 
place of ‘Maersk Duffield’, which had 
to undergo repairs in Brisbane after an 
engine room fire. This is a 5000 teu 
vessel & the longest vessel to call at 
Port Chalmers (294m).  
We have also had the seismic vessel 
‘Bergen Resolution’ call into Dunedin 
a few times. The vessel is completing 
seismic work along the east coast on 
behalf of Crown Minerals. Hopefully, 
a decision will be made in the next 12 
months, whether to continue to the 
next stage & establish a drilling pro-
gramme in the Great South Basin. 
The ‘Next Generation’ project is also 
in hand & a detailed round of consul-
tation is underway with various par-
ties, including local Maori interests, 
DOC & ORC. The project involves 
channel deepening (15m) & widening, 
deepening berths & extending the 
Multi- Purpose wharf etc. 
Kevin Finigan has decided to retire & 
he carried out his last job on 28th Feb-
ruary. Coincidentally, the last vessel 
he piloted was a bulk carrier to 
Ravensbourne, which he safely parked 
right in front of his house!! We all 
wish Kevin all the best for his retire-
ment. Might catch him playing in his 
jazz band sometime!! Matthew 
Ashworth & Tony Lawrence are also 
progressing well with their training to 
the higher grades. 
Safe piloting to all & wishing every-

one the best for EASTER. 
 

BLUFF 
A notable event during the cruise sea-
son currently winding down was the 
visit of the Holland America Line’s 
“Volendam” to Stewart Island, at 
61,000 gross tons the largest cruise 
ship to have gone there.  Some doubts 
had been expressed about the Island’s 
ability to absorb some 2,000 souls, 
especially as the predominantly 
American passengers on another ship 
were scarcely fulsome in their praise 
of Stewart Island’s attractions.  Over 
800 of the mostly Australian passen-
gers on the “Volendam” went ashore 
before increasing winds curtailed pas-
senger excursions.  All seemed to have 
enjoyed themselves - perhaps New 
Zealand’s southernmost pub proved 
more of an attraction to them than the 
Americans, who may have preferred a 
casino. 

����������	
������
��

As our President mentions in his column, “Pilot Light”, on the opposite page, two 
of your Executive members are retiring from their positions.  Secretary/Treasurer 
William would like to hand over after this year’s accounts are finalised while I 
would like to hand over my pencil at the end of the year.  To ensure the pencil is in 
good order the earlier my successor takes the reins the better. 

Perhaps it is a faulty memory but I 
don’t recall a summer quite as bad as 
the one which, according to the calen-
dar, has just ended.  In our case here in 
the deep south it has ended before it 
has begun although we have had the 
consolation, as we gaze out at the rain, 
of reading of those worse off than we.  
Of course, they were in the northern 
hemisphere. 
If the recession is indeed over we have 
weathered it well down here.  The 
Tiwai Smelter has recommissioned its 
third potline and there has been a re-
cent increase in fertiliser cargoes 
through the port but that may just be 
because of the time of year.  Some of 
these cargoes, albeit fairly small ones, 
have arrived aboard the “Anatoki”, 
now loading to a deeper draught.  To 
give the required reserve buoyancy 
she now sports a raised foc’sle, but 
still sports the holes in her bow that 
reduce it.  The logic escapes me. 
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It is with great sadness that I must 
confirm the coincidence that became a 
trend that hopefully will now find 
some respite for a period. This third 
consecutive edition of Pilot Light must 
record the passing of another pilot. 
Captain B.J.C. Jones whose Christian 
name is Brian but whose workmates 
and friends have always known as 
(big) Ben, a towering figure who was 
once a senior pilot in Auckland, has 
added his name to the list of deceased 
pilots recorded in the past two editions 
of this column. 
 Ben was employed by the Auckland 
Harbour Board in 1966 as an “extra 
officer”. He was promoted to “day 
officer” later in the same year. These 
were conveniently generalised terms 
for people who did a little bit of every-
thing while waiting in the queue for a 
pilot position. He became a pilot in 
1972 and senior pilot in 1993 before 
retiring in 1997. As previously re-
corded Ben, like John Diggle was a 
personal mentor for me and I greatly 
appreciate the knowledge and experi-
ence that he passed to me in my early 
years as a professional pilot’s appren-
tice. 
 
Leaping right up to date now, we 
come to the vexed question of pilots 
for the future. Are we heading towards 
a time when the pool of potential pi-
lots is so limited that an alternative 
system must be accepted? The Austra-
lian industry certainly believes so. 
Many of us have watched with interest 
and eventually with some scepticism 
as Maritime Rule 90 in its many itera-
tions has ground its weary way 
through one consultation process after 
another. In the meanwhile an entirely 
different approach, an ab initio pro-
posal, began as a smouldering ember 
among the Brisbane pilots, spread into 
the Australian Maritime Pilots’ Asso-
ciation and has now been picked up by 
at a Federal level by the National Ma-
rine Safety Committee. As recently as 
September 2009 the NMSC issued 
“National Standard Competencies for 
Training Marine Pilots – draft for pub-
lic comment”. In November they fol-
lowed that with a “draft Regulatory 
Impact Statement”. These documents 

are available for download from the 
NMSC web site. They have already 
generated much debate, also uploaded 
to the web. In essence a trainee must 
demonstrate specific competencies in 
a modular training programme that 
does not necessarily require ten years 
of service and a master foreign going 
(CFG) certificate of competency as an 
entry level qualification. One of our 
own, now making a life in Australia 
and well known to many as a pilot in 
several New Zealand ports, Euan 
Crawford, has weighed into the debate 
and made a number of pertinent com-
ments worthy of consideration. Our 
own MNZ regulator, Victor Lenting, 
has openly agreed that at least one 
reason for the delayed exposure of the 
next Rule 90 is so that he can develop 
a clause to allow at least the potential 
for a similar system to be developed 
within our own regulatory framework. 
The potential for RNZ navy personnel 
to be cross-credited is also high on the 
agenda. I can only urge you to take a 
few minutes to access the web and 
form an opinion. 
Another thorny subject within the 
same rule is the pilotage of super-
yachts. As a result of industry lobby-
ing, MNZ’s indefatigable Victor 
Lenting, is once again on the spot to 
answer a vexing question. How does 
our industry supply harbour pilots into 
the coastal pilotage industry when our 
industry does not included any coastal 
pilots? Mega-yachts of over 500GT 
wish to cruise for extended periods 
within compulsory pilotage districts 
such as the world heritage area of 
Fiordland National Park, Bay of Island 
and Marlborough Sounds. Vessels as 
big as the Lursen designed “Ice” at 
90m loa and 15m beam will regularly 
be accessing the new mega-yacht ma-
rina under construction in Auckland. 
A pragmatic response is the develop-
ment by the four regional councils, 
Northland, Auckland, Marlborough 
and Southland of a “masters’ pilotage 
exemption training scheme for super-
yachts”. It is currently lodged with 
MNZ for approval. 
I took the opportunity to discuss these 
and many more subjects with our 
regulators when I attended the recent 

Maritime Lawyers of Australia and 
New Zealand (MLAANZ) conference 
in Napier. I presented a paper that 
focussed on many of the perceived 
difficulties around the structure of 
Maritime Rule Part 90 and took the 
opportunity afterwards for a very use-
ful and open discussion with a number 
of the regulators and operators in our 
industry. I should probably report that 
these discussions were concluded that 
evening in the spectacularly inviting 
surroundings of Craggy Range Estate 
where the quality of service, food, 
wine and conversation momentarily 
made it very difficult for me to re-
member that I was at work. Rest as-
sured though that I had all of your best 
interests at heart throughout the event! 
Still on the subject of dwindling re-
sources, it is with some trepidation 
that I announce the pending retirement 
from our NZMPA national committee 
of two long serving and very valuable 
members. William Corbett, from his 
position as a senior pilot in Wellington 
has contributed his considerable 
knowledge and understanding of mat-
ters financial, to ensure our accounts 
are always in order and we always in 
credit. He has signalled a wish to pass 
the baton to a new generation with 
effect from the date of the next IMPA 
conference in Brisbane on 14th No-
vember 2010. 
Another whose contribution is beyond 
measure, a pilot who has single-
handedly kept us all fully informed 
about our history, our fellow pilots 
and our industry with an always lively 
and always interesting quarterly publi-
cation of our national magazine is 
Bluff pilot’s own Dave Edge. Sadly 
for us our legendary editor is also 
ready pass the red pencil and printing 
press to a new generation. 
 
It is my responsibility to call a na-
tional conference to confirm a way 
forward for a new-look committee and 
our profession ahead of our attendance 
in Brisbane in November. Volunteers 
for both positions will be greatly ap-
preciated by all of us. Our organisa-
tion is only as good as the pilots 
within it who contribute to its continu-
ing relevance. 

PILOT LIGHT by NIGEL MEEK, PRESIDENT, N.Z.M.P.A. 
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BERWICKSHIRE SEAFARERS IN LYTTELTON 

Staff Captain Derek Gray, Chief Pilot Tom Veitch, First Officer Euan Scott 

The 19th of February saw P&O 
Cruises M. V. Arcadia make her 
maiden call in the Port of Lyttelton, 
New Zealand, the chief port for 
Christchurch.  Presently serving on-
board Arcadia are Staff Captain Derek 
Gray from Chirnside and First Officer 
Euan Scott from Eyemouth.  However 
another Berwickshire resident was to 
become part of the ship’s Bridge 
Team for its departure from port.  Pi-
lot, Captain Tom Veitch, formerly of 
Duns, was given the job to assist in the 
safe transit of the ship from the port. 
“It is very seldom you get to sail with 
colleagues from your local area on-
board ship but to have three local 
voiced on the bridge of a ship on the 
other side of the world is certainly 
unusual.  The calls to New Zealand 
are always special and always enjoyed 
by the passengers and crew alike”, 
said Staff Captain Grey.  Captain 
Veitch has been in New Zealand for 
thirty years and was warmly wel-
comed onto the bridge by his fellow 
Borderers. 
“As the ship’s navigator it is fantastic 
to be part of a team taking the ship on 
her inaugural circumnavigation but it 
is also special to be returning to New 
Zealand as the landscapes are spec-
tacular and in many ways remind one 
of home, the arrival into Lyttelton is 
similar to sailing up into a loch on the 
west coast and to have Tom as our 

outbound pilot certainly completed the 
Scottish link”. 
Staff Captain Grey initially came to 
sea with Shell after leaving BHS, 
studying a dual cadetship, and subse-
quently joining P&O Cruises in 1999 
before being promoted to Staff Cap-
tain in 2007, while Euan joined P&O 
on leaving Eyemouth High School 
nearly 10 years ago and became a 

Master Mariner last summer at the age 
of 25. 
On departing the scenic port of Lyttel-
ton Arcadia set courses for the port of 
Dunedin ‘The Edinburgh of the 
South’.   Arcadia will continue on her 
94 night world voyage including calls 
in Sydney, Hong Kong, Vietnam and 
Dubai before returning to Southamp-
ton on April 15th.  

ARCADIA 
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BEWARE MODERN TENDENCY TO CHARGE PILOTS WITH  
NEGLIGENCE by Sam Ignarski, Lloyd’s List   

AMONG the rules of thumb you are 
taught in the early months of marine 
insurance training used to be that the 
pilots of ships had, under the laws of 
pilotage, essentially no liability for 
negligence.  
The ship and the master had to answer 
for faults or negligence in the event of 
loss or damage, for his role was noth-
ing more than that of an advisor to the 
bridge, even if the services were com-
pulsory.  
Pilots, ex-seafarers themselves, often 
of great vintage, were not necessarily 
held in the greatest of esteem.  
Take this reference to the pilot in Con-
rad’s impressive short story Youth: 
“We worked out of the Thames under 
canvas, with a North Sea pilot on 
board. His name was Jermyn, and he 
dodged all day long about the galley 
drying his handkerchief before the 
stove. Apparently he never slept. He 
was a dismal man, with a perpetual 
tear sparkling at the end of his nose, 
who either had been in trouble or was 
in trouble, or expected to be in trouble 
— could not be happy unless some-
thing went wrong.  
“He mistrusted my youth, my com-
mon-sense and my seamanship, and 
made a point of showing it in 100 little 
ways. I dare say he was right. It seems 
to me I knew very little then and I 
know not much more now, but I cher-
ish a hate for that Jermyn to this day.” 
And so the tyro marine insurance man 
would witness the steady trickle of 
groundings and casualties of ships 
under pilotage, where the blunders and 
their consequences were paid for by 
claims submitted by the ship to the 
underwriters.  
Pilots and their associations therefore 
have tended over the years not to carry 
errors and omissions insurance, and 
few, if any, have had cause to rue the 
day that their frugality has caused. 
Trouble has come instead from the 
modern tendency to apply criminal 
sanctions against pilots.  
The latest manifestation of this ten-
dency comes from the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region.  
Readers may recall how on March 22, 

2008, the offshore supply ship 
Neftegaz-67 collided with the pana-
max bulk carrier Yang Hai near Hong 
Kong, resulting in the death of 18 
Ukrainian crew members on the sup-
ply ship following its capsizing.  
This was the worst maritime accident 
locally since the capsize of the Macau 
ferry Fat Shan , which capsized during 
Typhoon Rose in August 1971.  
The two masters and two pilots in-
volved have all been jailed following a 
90-day trial in a Hong Kong district 
court before Judge Susan D’Almada 
Remedios.  
Yuriy Kulemesin, the Ukrainian mas-
ter of the supply ship, received a sen-
tence of three years and two months 
for breaking collision regulation rules 
five, eight and nine — failure to keep 
a proper lookout, failure to avoid a 
collision and failure to navigate prop-
erly in a narrow channel.  
Tang Dock-wah, the senior pilot on 
board the bulk carrier was sentenced 
to three years imprisonment. Yao Hai 
master Lin Bo and the ship’s junior 
pilot, Bruce Chun, were both sent 
down for 30 months, all three for 
breaking collision regulations five and 
eight.  
By all accounts this was a horrible 
casualty, duly marked by the judge 
who imposed a deterrent sentence for 
serious errors of navigation to mark 
the loss of 18 lives. It is not surprising 
that the court gallery was packed with 
the families of the pilots, for the previ-
ous imperviousness of pilots to paying 
the legal consequences of professional 
negligence has gone the way of the 
seafarers in Hong Kong also. 
Word in the small world of marine 
should go out that, as in San Fran-
cisco, so also in Hong Kong and, we 
can imagine, any mature maritime 
jurisdiction centre in today’s environ-
ment, the untouchable status of pilots 
is no more. 
What should today’s pilots — and 
indeed seafarers in general — do to 
cover themselves against the day when 
they are involved in a serious lapse of 
judgement or skill. Professional negli-
gence insurance does not often encom-

pass the paying of legal fees for defen-
dants in criminal courts.  
P&I insurance has visibly struggled 
with the legal costs and expenses that 
arise whenever a master or deck offi-
cer is in the dock under a criminal 
indictment. Yet it must be said that the 
hazard of criminal-isation is a very 
real part of the spectrum of risks fac-
ing pilots and seafarers.  
For these individuals, the trauma of an 
operational failure, which in the mod-
ern world is often painfully visible and 
career-threatening in any event, is 
followed by arrest and submission to 
the mercies of the criminal law system 
of the country concerned.  
Some have a very rough time of it 
indeed, stranded far from home, broke 
and stuck in jail, with or without the 
help of consular assistance or the full 
attention of the owners and clubs con-
cerned.  
Errors of judgement or even blunders 
pepper the lives of many if not all of 
us. By definition, these acts or omis-
sions lack mens rea, that is to say a 
guilty mind which formed an intention 
to do the thing complained of. The 
traditional plea of anyone in the after-
math of such errors or blunders is in-
variably: “I did not mean to”. It is 
usually in retrospect that the charge of 
careless or reckless conduct is made, 
which is a kind of trade description of 
the error in the first place. 
Is it really beyond the ken of marine 
insurance to lay on within the spec-
trum of covers some kind of contin-
gency for fees for the criminalised 
seafarer? Legal costs insurers do it all 
the time, which was of some help to 
the pilot on board the Cosco Busan , 
though it did not help the unfortunate 
man’s progress to jail.  
Of one thing we can be sure. The 
modern need for an individual culprit 
in many societies is not going to go 
away very soon and the criminal law 
can be a rather wayward and blunt 
instrument in itself.  
So certain is the progress of the crimi-
nalisation of seafarers in our times that 
a perfectly good case can be made for 
it as a marine peril. 
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FLORIDA STUDY PROMPTS FRESH ATTACK ON PILOT FEES 
By Rajesh Joshi, Lloyd’s List (abridged) 

Shipping interests in Florida have 
again raised a protest at the state’s 
allegedly “monopolistic” harbour pilot 
system, and demanded an immediate 
overhaul based on a finding that bring-
ing pilot fees down to a more reason-
able level could save the industry 
$35m a year.  
A study, released by the Florida state 
legislature’s Office of Programme 
Policy Analysis and Government Ac-
countability, has provided new ammu-
nition to the campaign against the ex-
isting system that was kick-started 
four months ago by the Florida Alli-
ance of Maritime Organisations.  
Famo, which was formed last year, 
represents 33 cruise and international 
cargo shipping companies that do 
business in the state.  
In a statement, Famo said the Oppaga 
study had established that the Florida 
pilots’ regulatory boards were “not 

compliant with state law” and that the 
average pilot’s annual income had 
grown to $400,000, which is 
“significantly higher than similar pub-
lic safety occupations”.  
“Florida’s 94 active harbour pilots 
essentially control almost all of the 
waterborne maritime commerce in the 
state, including more than $66bn in 
total economic impact for the cargo 
and $6.3bn for the cruise industry,” 
Famo said.  
The Oppaga study gives concrete fig-
ures with which to back these claims, 
Famo president Michele Paige said.  
Among other aspects, Oppaga has 
found that of the 94 active pilots, 44% 
are 55 or older and nearly half the 
workforce will retire over the next 
decade.    
Oppaga’s recommendations include 
allowing exemptions from compulsory 
pilots to foreign-flagged ships “that 

frequent Florida’s ports”, a “fair and 
more transparent” process to deter-
mine pilots’ fees and a formula to de-
termine the number of pilots needed at 
each port.  
Famo said that in 2008, pilots at Flor-
ida’s 14 ports received about $50m in 
fees from cargo and passenger vessel 
operators. Those costs, Famo added, 
were passed on to consumers who 
purchased goods transported through 
Florida’s ports, or holidaymakers who 
cruised through state waters.  
The Oppaga study found that reducing 
Florida’s fees to levels comparable to 
the income of air traffic controllers, 
for example, would result in as much 
as $35m in direct annual savings, 
Famo said.  
Ms Paige added: “This in-depth report 
reinforces what the maritime industry 
has long known: the system that regu-
lates harbour pilots is broken.  

 ROW BREWS OVER REPORT ON FLORIDA PILOT SYSTEM 
By Rajesh Joshri, Lloyd’s List (abridged) 

Florida pilots have cited a state 
agency’s reluctance to modify the ex-
isting pilotage system as proof that the 
current system “provides the greatest 
benefit to the public”. 
The pilots’ stance comes in the face of 
a campaign under way since last year 
under the leadership of the Florida 
Association of Maritime Organisa-
tions, a new body whose 33-strong 
membership includes cruise majors 
that ply heavy traffic in state waters, 
as well as international cargo shipping 
companies. 
Oppaga’s report, ‘Options to Modify 
Harbour Pilot Oversight Could Im-
prove Regulation and Rate Setting’, 
mentions measures such as exempting 
frequently calling international ships 
from compulsory pilotage; a formula 
to determine maximum pilots’ fees; 
and a formula to determine the num-
ber of pilots at each port. 
Oppaga notes the pilots’ opposition 
and the industry’s support for these 
options. Oppaga also lists advantages 
and disadvantages for each option. For 

instance, allowing foreign ship exemp-
tions could “reduce shipping costs and 
make Florida’s ports more competi-
tive” on the one hand, but “pose in-
creased safety, security and environ-
mental risks” on the other. 
Paul Kirchner, executive director and 
general counsel of the Washington-
based American Pilots’ Association, 
described Famo’s publicity involving 
the Oppaga study as a “complete fab-
rication that goes beyond even ex-
treme spin”. 
Mr Kirchner said: “What Famo refers 
to as findings and recommendations 
by Oppaga are nothing more than de-
scriptions in Famo’s assertions and 
proposals.” 
FHPA president Joseph Brown 
weighed in on behalf of his constitu-
ency: “As watchdogs for the numerous 
cruise and cargo ships coming in and 
out of our ports, 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, 365 days a year, we are 
committed to ensuring Florida’s ports 
remain safe and secure.  
“The study highlights that the advan-

tages of the current piloting system far 
outweigh any possible disadvantages.” 
The FHPA added in a statement: “The 
study finds that if foreign-flagged 
ships were allowed to use their own 
foreign ship officers to navigate ves-
sels into Florida’s ports, the safety of 
the public and ports could be threat-
ened.” 
Under US law, pilotage is generally a 
state matter. Mr Kirchner said Florida 
pilotage is on par with systems in 
other states and the unique characteris-
tics of each deepwater port, and local 
pilots’ unsurpassed knowledge, make 
it more crucial to keep the current sys-
tem unchanged. 
A representative from a prominent 
Famo member — a major shipping 
company who did not wish to be iden-
tified — said Famo’s concerns were 
legitimate, because pilotage fees in 
Florida were the highest in the country 
and because the US system meant the 
company could not go to a rival pro-
vider for the service.   
(Abridged) 



���

 
"Just to remind you all that NZMPA subscriptions once again become due on the 1st April 2010.  I am very pleased to be able 
to say that there will be no increase in fees this year - Full Members will remain at $160.00 and Associate Members at 
$25.00.  Where at all possible, members are once again sincerely encouraged to make a direct internet payment into the 
NZMPA bank account (Kiwibank) 38.9006.0502248.01 together with a quick email at william.corbett@ihug.co.nz to confirm 
that this transfer of funds has been made. If you require a receipt or have changed your address or telephone numbers, please 
mention those facts in your email.  Many thanks indeed". 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 2010 – 2011 
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‘THE PILOT’, NEW ZEALAND MARITIME PILOTS ASSOCIATION 

If undelivered please 
return to:- 
The Editor, 
69 Onslow Street, 
Bluff 9814, 
New Zealand. 


