- THE PILOT -

NEW ZEALAND MARITIME PILOTS ASSOCIATION

Volume 19, number two

web site: www.nzmpa.org

June 2010

OUTSIDE EDGE

The recent grounding of the Chingse
bulk carrier “Shen Neng 1" after sajil-
ing from Newcastle has, predictably,
lead to calls from politicians for pilg

tage to be compulsory anywhere near

the Barrier Reef. For the more fie-

guented areas it already is but where

the “Shen Neng 1" lost her way [is
well out of the compulsory pilotage
area.
The Barrier Reef pilots themselves
don't appear to be backing the cdlls
for compulsory pilotage in that arga

perhaps because they are alrgady
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PORT PROFILE - WHANGAROA

Lane and Brown’s Shipyard
and Mill

Totara Nort|

Catholic Mission
established, 184

Pekapeka Bay

Ohaururu (Peach Island)

WHANGAROA
HARBOUR

Site ofWhaling Stations

Kingfish Point (Oheia)

Wairaupo (Jones
Island)

To Kaeo and the
Dromedary Road

Kaeo Rive

Sketch map of Whangaroa Harbour showing some dfitee mentioned.

Whangaroa is considered to be one of also known as a safe harbour where

the most beautiful harbours in New
Zealand but its early history was
blighted by one of the ugliest incidents
in New Zealand'’s pre-colonial history.
This involved the burning of the Eng-
lish ship “Boyd” and the massacre of
most of her crew. By the early 1800's

“The banks abound with cowry”. The
“Boyd” was a three-masted, full-
rigged ship of 390 tons - or possibly as
many as 600 - and said to have dimen-
sions of 106 feet by 30 feet with a
draught of 17 feet, although that seems
quite small for a full-rigged ship.

whale ships and trading vessels were Whatever her size she was chartered

becoming increasingly frequent visi-

by the British Government as a con-

tors to the far north of the North Island vict transport and sailed for Australia
and, although the Bay of Islands was with 142 convicts guarded by a de-

the favoured destination of the whal-

tachment of the 73rd Regiment. She

ers, Whangaroa, just to the north, was arrived at Port Jackson on 14 August



“The Burning of the Boyd, Whangaroa Harbour 1809”
An Oil on Canvas by Walter Wright (1866-1933) whietiongs to the collection
of the Auckland City Art Gallery

1809 and landed her convicts, five of

It is said that the famed Polynesian

whom had died on passage. She wasnavigator, Kupe, when he arrived in

then chartered by Simeon Lord, of
Port Jackson, apparently himself a
former convict turned entrepreneur,

New Zealand from Hawaiki in his
canoe “Mata-whaorua”, landed at
what is now called Opounui Point,

and beautifully romantic place. Near
the northern head is a large perforated
rock like a deep Gothic archway. The
seas roll through it and canoes find it a
safe passage in moderate weather.
The entrance is not more than half a
mile wide and impossible to detect
from any distance at sea, but on both
sides it is deep quite close in. Within
is one of the finest harbours in the
world. The largest fleet could ride
there, sheltered from every wind. The
interior is lined with richly wooded
hills.

It was these richly wooded hills with
their stands of kauri that had brought
the “Dromedary” to Whangaroa. To
facilitate loading the spars the crew of
the “Dromedary” brought the bullock
team previously landed at the Keri
Keri Mission. From the logging site
the bullock team dragged the kauri
logs down to the Kaeo River and they
were then floated downstream to
Whangaroa Harbour and the waiting
“Dromedary”. Even using the bul-
locks loading was unacceptably slow
so the ship’s crew cut a road a mile
and a quarter long through the bush.

and loaded a cargo of timber, seal- between Whangaroa and the Bay of When the bullocks had originally been
skins, oil and coal for the Cape of Islands, while the famed English navi- loaded in Port Jackson two wooden

Good Hope, with the intention of load-

ing kauri spars at Whangaroa en route.

She arrived at Whangaroa in Decem-

ber 1809 but was never to leave. Until Whangaroa therefore remained un-

the arrival of the “Boyd” relations

between local Maori and visiting ships the sealer “Star”, commanded by Cap-

gator, James Cook, met local Maori
off the coast before adverse winds
forced him back to the Bay of Islands.

known to Europeans until 1807 when

had been quite amicable but it seemstain Wilkinson, found the entrance.

two Whangaparoa Maori of chiefly

Ironically the “Star” was owned by

status travelled as passengers fromSimeon Lord, charterer of the “Boyd”

Sydney on the “Boyd” and were badly

two years later.

carriages had also been shipped. Con-
struction of the road allowed the logs
to be loaded on these carriages and
taken by the bullock team to the Kaeo
River. This was the first road in New
Zealand for wheeled vehicles and the
first use of bullocks in the timber in-
dustry. It was also the first major
shipment of kauri from northern New
Zealand and when the “Dromedary”

treated by her master, Captain John Understandably relations rather soured sailed in December 1820 she had 120
Thompson. Determined to avenge this following the “Boyd” massacre and spars aboard, each valued at about

treatment, three days after her arrival
local Maori raided and pillaged the
“Boyd”. During the raid the “Boyd”

was accidentally set alight, then

neither whalers nor traders visited
Whangaroa in its immediate after-
math. The visit of the missionary Sam-
uel Marsden to Whangaroa in 1814

£190.

The next major influx of Europeans to
Whangaroa occurred on the evening of
5 June 1823 when Captain Beveridge

burned and sank. All aboard, save for helped to restore confidence between brought the “St Michael” into harbour

an apprentice, a woman and two chil- local Maori and European seafarers with a party of Wesleyan missionaries
dren, were killed and eaten. The for- but it was another six years before the aboard who intended establishing a
tunate four were rescued by a boat next ship arrived for ‘cowry’ spars.

from the ship “City of Edinburgh”,

which was lying in the Bay of Islands
at the time. The remains of the
“Boyd” still lie under the mud of

Whangaroa Harbour near Red Island.
(The full story may be found in the
book “The Burning of the Boyd”, by
Wade Doak.)

This was the naval stores ship
“Dromedary”, which arrived in 1820
to load the much sought-after kauri
spars for the sailing warships of the
Royal Navy. Captain Richard Cruise,
in charge of the military detachment
aboard the “Dromedary”, described
Whangaroa Harbour as:- “A singular

settlement there. Made welcome by
the Whangaroa Maori the Wesleyans
were able to purchase about fifty acres
of land for a nominal sum - two blan-
kets, three red cloaks and fifteen axes.
Adjacent to this land was the road
created by the “Dromedary” crew so it
was readily accessible. A further few
acres were purchased for four axes, a



hatchet, an iron kettle and a frying
pan.

At Wesleydale, as they named their
little enclave, the missionaries planted
gardens, built schools and endeav-
oured to convert the locals to their
faith, although with no great success
as their knowledge of Maori language
and customs was limited. Inter-tribal
conflict and a number of incidents
with visiting ships caused the situation
at Wesleydale to become increasingly
unsettled. On 10 January 1827 the
missionaries packed their possessions
and departed for Kerikeri.

Individual European land purchases at
Whangaroa are first recorded in 1833
when William Parrott, who built the
stone store at Kerikeri, and William
Spickman bought about one hundred

acres. The purchase price was one
double barrelled shotgun. (Some re-
cords say two shotguns but let's not
quibble - it would cost a tad more to-
day). Among early landowners was
Gilbert Mair, seafarer and trader,
whose son Gilbert was a prominen
European leader during the land wars

and whose great-grandson Ken has
caused some angst to many of those

residing in the fair city of Wanganui.

1833 also saw the return of British
supply ships with the arrival of the
“Buffalo”, again in search of kauri

spars for the British Navy. She ar-
rived on 30 November, sailed on 7
January, then returned on 12 April
1834, remaining until 25 June when
she finally departed for Britain. Each
spar loaded, including dragging it
from the forest, cost the “Buffalo”

‘Two blankets, two muskets, bayonet,
scabbard and cartouche box, twenty
pounds of powder,
balls, a few fish hooks, pipes and four
pounds of tobacco. Bay of Islands
Chief Titore acted as local agent to
obtain the cargo for the “Buffalo” and

when she departed her commander,
Captain Sadler, bore a message from

Titore to the King of England. Trans-
lated it read:-
Captain Sadler.
now about to sail. | have heard tha
you were aforetime Captain of a ship.
Do you therefore examine the spars,
whether they be good or whether they

The steamer “Clansman” departing her berth at Whamg. The Lane and
Brown shipyard and mill is on the opposite shore.

your battleships. | am now thinking

ans, mainly timber workers, lived in

about a ship for myself; a native canoe the area. This remained fairly static

t is my vessel and | have nothing else. until the 1860's when European immi-

Native canoes often upset when they gration to New Zealand began in ear-

are filled with potatoes and other mat-

nest.

ters for your people. | have put aboard Kauri was the catalyst that drew Euro-

the “Buffalo” a Mere Ponamu and two

peans to Whangaroa. Many arrived

garments; these are all the things via Auckland aboard the immigrant

which New Zealanders possess. If |
had anything better | would give it to
Captain Sadler for you. This is all
mine to you”. In return King William
IV sent Titore a suit of armour.

ship “Lancashire Witch”. Timber is
what attracted most although there
were those who owed their wealth to
kauri gum. Whaling was still carried
out and one whaler, Captain Owen

While at Whangaroa those aboard the Davis, was so enamoured of Whanga-

“Buffalo”, along with officers and
crew from H.M.S. “Alligator”, drew
up the first chart of Whangaroa Har-
bour. On it the wreck of the “Boyd”,
near Red Island, is clearly marked.

tain Sadler and local Maori to cut and

roa that he stayed and became the
port’s first harbourmaster. He estab-
lished himself at Puketamoe in 1862
and when a sailing vessel was sighted
he would man his whaleboats and tow

eighteen musket Despite an agreement between Cap-her in to the anchorage. He married a

daughter of Hongi Hika in 1863 and

keep suitable spars to await the next such was his influence that Puketamoe

vessel the Admiralty dispatched the
“Buffalo” was the last to call in Whan-
garoa. If the Admiralty didn’t want
the timber there were plenty of others
who did although by 1840 most of that

was renamed Captain Davis Bay.

Among the families to arrive about
this time was the Lanes, one of whom,
Thomas Lane, in partnership with
William Brown, established a shipyard

“Here am |. the friend of Nnearest the shore had already been cubn the Kaeo River in 1870. This was
The sh’ip is full. and and some used for the construction of near where the crew of the
’ t small vessels, although the first vessel “Dromedary” had built their road and

recorded as having been built there floated logs down to Whangaroa Har-

was the “Boyd” in 1850. She was
constructed by William Lillico, who

bour. Two years later they shifted to
Totara North, on the west side of

be bad. Should you and the French apparently had a fine sense of irony. Whangaroa Harbour, where they es-

guarrel, here are some topmasts for

Apart from the Anglican and Catholic

missions about a dozen other Europe-

tablished a sawmill and what became
the busiest shipyard in New Zealand.



Over sixty vessels were completed by
the Lane and Brown Shipyard before
the partnership was dissolved in 1900.
Among the largest vessels built by
Lane and Brown were the topsalil
schooner “Active”, 155 tons, com-
pleted in 1877, the 167 ton brigantine
“Myrtle” of 1878 and the pride of
them all, the 260 ton three-masted
topsail schooner “Maile” completed in
1884. Designed to trade to the Pacific
Islands the “Maile” had accommoda-
tion for twenty passengers and was
noted as a fast sailer. The largest shiptlement where the post office, school, pany’s paddle tug “Lyttelton”, the
built at Whangaroa was the schooner police station and several hotels were latter possibly north-bound for Whan-
“Rainbow” of 320 tons completed in to be found. It became an important garoa after delivering a log raft to
1890, intended for the Tasman timber centre in the north and shipping ser- Auckland. Then fifty years old the
trade but lost on her maiden voyage. vices called there regularly. Almost “Clansman” was not worth repairing
Including other builders about 120 from its inception the Northern Steam- and was broken up at Auckland. Her
coastal vessels were constructed onship Company operated a passengerreplacement was “the “Waka”, built
Whangaroa Harbour and at least one, service between Auckland and Whan- by Niccol’s at Auckland in 1930,
the “Te Aroha” completed by Lane in garoa, the best known vessel on the which was also renamed “Clansman”
1909, is still afloat. run being the “Clansman”. The need but she was cargo only.

Log booms were established at the for shipping is obvious when consider- Being very slow to mature the kauri
mouths of the Kaeo and Pupuke Riv- ing the state of the main road through forests were obviously a finite re-
ers and were there made up into rafts Kaeo which, in 1876, was described as source but in 1920 a visitor to Whan-
of as many as 200 logs before being ‘fairly passable for horsemen’ and by garoa assured the port's future. He
towed to the mills by the paddle tug 1900 had only improved to the extent was the American author and big
“Yankee Doodle”, which also served that it was ‘just passable for wheeled game fisherman Zane Grey. One of
as the harbour tug. In 1875 one saw- traffic’. So it was that the “Clansman” his party, a Captain Laurie Mitchell,
mill alone employed 120 men and called at Whangaroa northbound from caught the first striped marlin to be
produced 100,000 super feet of kauri a Auckland every Thursday morning landed and weighed at Whangaroa and
week. The Kauri Timber Company, and southbound for Auckland on Fri- so enthusiastically did Zane Grey
which was established in 1888, bought day morning.  Supplementing this write of the ‘Angler’'s Eldorado’ that
out all the local mills and came to service was a call by the “Claymore” Whangaroa became the centre of big
dominate at Whangaroa as it did each Tuesday - this was the samegame fishing in New Zealand. A
throughout the north. When the main “Claymore” used to salvage the gold Game Fishing Club was established
sawmill burnt down in 1905 it bullion from the “Niagara”’, mined and and by 1927 boasted 170 members,
scarcely slowed production as the sunk off Whangarei in 1940. despite its isolation. Today both big
milling shifted to Auckland and the Alexander McGregor, one of the foun- game and normal commercial fishing
logs were either rafted there or ders of the Northern S.S. Company, are the mainstays of Whangaroa and
shipped aboard deck scows, many of had met with the Union Company’s in spite of the best efforts of the tim-
which were built in Whangaroa. One James Mills and the pair came to an ber companies it remains one of the
of the vessels used to tow log rafts understanding regarding spheres of country’s most beautiful harbours.

from Whangaroa was the paddle tug interest. McGregor agreed to confine The last large vessel to call at Whan-
“Lyttelton”, built for the Lyttelton  the Northern Company’s operations to garoa appears to have been the British
Harbour Board in 1878. Sold to the the east coast north of East Cape andship “Hudson Deep” which put in

Union Steam Ship Company’s trans-Tasman liner “Meai at Whangaroa
during a cruise in 1934.

Devomport Steam Ferry Company in
1907 she was bought by the Kauri
Timber Company in 1912 and spent
the rest of her life with the company,
eventually being converted into a
lighter.

The main settlements were Kaeo, just port during cruises in the 1930’s.

inland, and round the harbour in the
area now known as Totara North on

on the west coast down to Wanganui. there as a port of refuge with heavy
As a result Union Company ships did weather damage en route from Austra-
not generally visit Whangaroa but two lia with sugar for the Chelsea refinery
notable exceptions were the trans- near Auckland. This was during the
Tasman liners “Awatea” and 1960’s when the ship made many trips
“Monowai”, which both visited the with sugar to Auckland.

Sources:- Whangaroacompiled by E.
The “Clansman” continued her pas- V. Sale

senger service to Whangaroa until 16 Pride in Their PortsJohn O’C Ross

the western shore and, almost straight March 1931 when, en route to Auck- A History of New Zealand Scows and

opposite on the eastern side, Whanga-
roa. The latter became the major set- towed in by the Kauri Timber Com-

land, she broke her tailshaft and was Their TradesDavid Langdon.
Servants of the Nort@liff Furniss



AUCKLAND
As part of our “Personal development Wynyard wharf .The palms
programme” | was fortunate to have swaying fronds had no doubt shaded point. The fact is because RTK is so
had the recent opportunity to visit Port generations of Aucklanders strolling accurate it doesn't need the same

lished Phoenix palms at the end of curacy was so important when his ship
gently was 294m long, and | can see his

Otago for a couple of days to ob- beneath them But unfortunately ‘smoothing’ that raw GPS positions
serve the Marine team . It was an in- they had reached such a height thatare subjected to. This means the sys-
formative and enjoyable trip as | was they now obscured the vital approach tem can accurately pick up changes in
made very welcome by my southern leads into the Wynyard basin. speed and direction perhaps quicker
colleagues . The issue was becoming critical for than the eye. When you're dealing
Whilst we operate at opposite ends of any deep draft arrival’s, but because of with small margins it doesn’t take
the country it was good to see that we the obvious anticipation of hostile very long for a little undetected stern-
share a great deal of common ground backlash from the good citizens of way to become a big problem.

with regard to; BRM technique and Auckland, the issue of addressing the Early next month, all Napier Pilots are
principles, training and weather and Palms was put in the too hard basket off to sunny Launceston to do some
draft operating parameters ,yet we whilst we weighed up other options time in the AMC simulator. AMC
were still able to pick a few good including directional laser lighting or have recently completed a major up-
ideas of each other. installing buoys. grade of their machine which now also
It also reinforced to me the importance The problem wasn’t going away incorporates a full tug simulator. This
of maintaining a good professional quickly ,until it became a “special will pave the way for combined
cross flow of practical knowledge project” for an unsuspecting Marine tug/pilot training in the future. On this
that transcends any potential “inter Officer , who as a fairly recent citizen occasion however we will be looking
port “or commercial rivalry. of Auckland probably didn't foresee at some new scenarios that have been
It is not often we get to inspect “first the same complications as we did. created by the commissioning of our
hand” the effects of Somali Pirates This was admirably displayed to us new wharf, some work on the limits of
,but 1 was recently shown the effects all ,by his quick phone call to some- our South Channel approach as well as
from a “dud” RPG round that was one in the council who probably didn't some general skills training

fired at the “Forum Pacific” whilst she like tree’s very much and surpassed One of our number has just returned
traded under her former name in the our wishes by not just carefully prun- from the Port Ash manned model ship
Arabian sea. ing the offending fronds ,but by totally handling course. Three of us have
The Captain proudly showed me the removing them to the roots! now completed the training which
neatly patched punctures that had This has left us with the best ever caters for ship handlers of all skill
penetrated through two steel bulk- view of the leads and a marine officer levels. It doesn't matter if you're a
heads before exiting the open weather with the new sobriquet of “Chopper” new boy or an experienced Pilot, you
door on the starboard side of the ac- will come away from this with a great

commodation without exploding! NAPIER learning experience.

If that was what a “dud” could do , It
certainly shows the futility of the Mer-
chant Navies first line of defence .The

At long last our shiny new PPU has
been delivered. Consisting of a Mari-
matec Cat Ill, Panasonic Toughbook

Our new tug project continues. Inevi-
tably, the launch date has been pushed
back so the delivery voyage now

aggressively wielded “high pressure and PDA display, the equipment will seems set to commence mid/late Au-
fire hose” which appears to give the ensure we can continue to safely navi- gust.

Pirates the much safer career option gate large ships is a not so large har- Until next time, Safe Piloting

for now. bour. It has taken a couple of weeks Team Napier

As debate still rages about Queens to ensure the RTK base station is cali-

Wharf and what is iconic about rusty brated correctly and giving us the best LYTTELTON

corrugated iron sheds. We were grap- possible positioning information — While most trades seem to be main-
pling with our own water front conun- down to a few cm. | was once asked taining volumes through the port, the
drum in the form of two well estab- by a cruise ship captain why such ac- car trade which suffered most in the



recession has certainly bounced back moving and disposing of up to 7.2

to pre-recession levels. This has re-
sulted in a shortage of wharf parking
space with the container terminal con-
tinuing to expand its footprint and logs
seemingly occupying any other spare
space. A couple of interesting callers
were the Wallenius-Wilhelmsen vehi-
cle carriers Tamerlane and Aniara
which delivered consignments of
heavy Caterpillar machinery for Solid
Energy's mining operations.

The incremental growth in container
vessel size continues with the intro-
duction of the 4500 TEU OOCL New
Zealand to our North Asia service. A
most impressive and well-run vessel.
While Lyttelton does host the occa-
sional superyacht cum fancy gin pal-

million cubic metres of silt and sand,
mainly 6.5km out to sea. The channel
can at present cater for ships up to
12.5m draft. The deepening and wid-
ening will allow a "new generation" of
ships up to 347m in length, with a
draught of 14.5m.

In the third week of May, we enjoyed
the company of Craig Colven from
Auckland. Craig came down to experi-
ence piloting, tug operations etc. in
Otago harbour. It was a good opportu-
nity for all of us to exchange informa-
tion.

BLUFF
Just for once it was nice to lie back
and enjoy the balmy Autumn sunshine

ace, this year we have had a number ofwhile all the heavy weather went else-

them call to drydock. These vessels
have created a fair bit of local media
interest, particularly the beautifully
appointed EOS-check it out on Mr
Google!

PORT CHALMERS/DUNEDIN
The oil jetty in Dunedin is going to
have a $1 million 20-year refurbish-
ment, which includes a 300m under-
ground diesel pipeline to Leith wharf,
so fishing boats can be refuelled there
and do not have to shift. Included in
the refurbishment, would be strength-
ening of the wharf with extra piles and
cross bracing, plus a new fender sys-
tem. It is estimated, that the job would

where for a change. We trust all our
northern colleagues came through
unscathed. Now if global warming
will just kick in this will truly be the
Southern Riviera.

At least the good weather meant it
wasn'’t too much of a shock to the sys-
tem for Roy Skucek who has shifted
here from Nelson on the understand-
ing that Bluff is already the Southern
Riviera. He may have believed it ini-
tially but our usual Autumn weather
soon kicked in just in case he and we
were becoming complacent. Roy is
currently mastering the Voith tugs and
has also commenced pilot training. A
second new pilot, Steve Gilkinson,

be undertaken and completed betweenjoins us later this month from the off-

July and December this year.
In April, ‘Mount Rainier’ was the first

shore industry. Obviously word about
the good weather in Bluff, the South-

ern Riviera, is spreading.

Since the annual Bluff Oyster Festival
has been placed in local hands, rather
than being run from Invercargill, it has
gone from strength to strength and this
year was considered the most success-
ful ever, aided by warm, sunny
weather, as you would expect in the
Southern Riviera.

The oyster season itself was also one
of the better ones in recent years with
good catches and larger oysters than
have been seen recently. Epicureans
throughout the country will therefore
have been taking out second mort-
gages and heading for the local fish
and chip shop. Some changes have
occurred among the oyster boats with
the “Daphne-Kay” joining the fleet as
a replacement for the venerable
“Rita”.  Built of triple skin kauri, no
doubt milled at Whangaroa, at Auck-
land in 1898 the “Rita” was said to be
the oldest wooden boat still working
commercially in New Zealand.

Another former oyster boat that has
moved on is the “Karaka”. Just a ju-
venile, having been built in Welling-
ton as recently as 1911, the “Karaka”
was then owned by Wellington Har-
bour Ferries and worked in various
roles as tug, ferry and workboat. She
worked as a fishing boat and oyster
dredge in Bluff from 1923 to 2002 and
was then rebuilt as a pleasure boat.
After sinking in Deep Cove some
years ago she lay in Bluff for several
years before being rebuilt earlier this
year. She has now departed for points
north.

vessel to load logs, at Leith Wharf in

Dunedin. Another two or three more

shipments have been planned from theg
Leith yard in Dunedin, over the com-

ing months. The fact that this ship-

ment was successful, means the por
now has some much needed flexibility
around log storage & shipping op-

tions. Log exports have increased sig-
nificantly in the past 9 months.

At the end of May, Port Otago lodged

a resource consent application with the
Otago Regional Council for its pro-

posed "next generation” $100 million

channel deepening project. As men-
tioned in the last issue, the company
plans to deepen 13kms of channel
from Port Chalmers to Aramoana's salt

marshes, opposite Taiaroa Head, re

The “Rita” awaits her fate.



‘PILOT LIGHT’ by NIGEL MEEK, PRESIDENT, N.Z.M.P.A.

Our Association needs our help! My tug masters, engineers and pilot boat value of this publication and sub-

previous column announced the im- skippers? What will be the future pool
pending retirement from our NZMPA for maritime pilots? What will be the

management committee of two long effect of the Australian ab initio train-

time stalwarts, our magazine editor, ing proposal? It is gathering pace in
Dave Edge, and our secretary / treas- Australia and provision is being made
urer, William Corbett. Big shoes to to allow the introduction of such a
fill. It is essential though that they be scheme in the redrafting of Maritime
filled. Call me. Call another commit- Rule part 90 — Pilotage. Big ships out-
tee member. Find out how you can stripping the pace of port infrastruc-
help. | suspect there are few among usture development. What will this mean
who have not at some time joined their for port amalgamation? What will it

children’s school board of trustees or mean for professional development

scribes on behalf of the pilot team. |
certainly commend “Seaways” to you.
Professional development of another
kind recently, to avoid the trap into
which any pilots may fall in our far-
flung islands; parochialism. It is very
easy to believe the only right way to
do things is “my way” or conversely,
why do specific problems seem to
exist only in my port? With that in
mind an Auckland pilot travelled to
Otago recently. He was hosted in very

edited the sports club newsletter or and training? These things and more friendly style and given access to all
had the thrill of seeing a letter to the are all potential topics for us in Octo- parts of the marine operation, travel-
editor be published in the local news- ber. You will set the agenda with your ling with other pilots and discussing

paper or studied the annual accountsinput between now and then. This is operational interests with tug masters
from their social club while asking also our chance to celebrate the ster-and harbour controllers. Sincere
searching questions at the annual ling effort of our retiring treasurer and thanks are due to Hugh Marshall who
meeting or argued with their own ac- most particularly of our indefatigable facilitated this visit. The information

countant about the income and expen- and long-serving magazine editor. It is that came back will give Auckland

diture of ones newly established trust also our opportunity to offer those of pilots a much better appreciation that
fund that has to juggle mortgage pay- us who are travelling to Brisbane for although each port may have its
ments and the much more “important” the 23" anniversary IMPA interna- unique features there are many com-
objective of keep the yacht at the ma- tional conference in November, a mon elements of risk management and
rina berth instead of a swing mooring viewpoint from the New Zealand safety about which we can all learn
or simply refurbish the trailer yet branch to present to the world. Go to from each other. We look forward to

again so as to keep the twelve foot our web site for more information. the pictures, the PowerPoint presenta-
tinny street legal and not fail another Changing of the guard is also going on tion and the speech when Craig has

warrant of fithess. Been there done in another very well known interna-

subdued the technology!

that!

Put this date in your calendar —
Friday 15th October 2010- the first
national gathering of our Associa-

tional organisation, the Nautical Insti- Using the professional development
tute. | was privileged to be invited to phrase once again, as a vague segue
represent pilots at a joint meeting of from one kind of development to an-
the New Zealand branch of the Nauti- other, | return to earlier comments

tion in far too long a time. cal Institute, NZ Company of Master
Auckland will be the venue. Get up to Mariners, Institute of Marine Survey-
“the big smoke” for the weekend and ors and IMarEST, where the outgoing
catch up with old friends and us Jafas and incoming presidents of the Nauti-
north of the Bombay hills. This is not cal Institute were hosted. Captain

about the grandly titledull day work-

shop to optimise the operational effec-
tiveness of the NZMPA contribution to
an industry engagement, stakeholder
meeting for the design of a new quali-

entirely a social event. This is a Richard Coates and Captain Jamesfications and operating limits frame-

changing of the guard. This is a Robinson spent five days visiting key
chance for us to get involved with the maritime employers and regulators on
operation of our Association. This is a the back of a similar tour in Australia.
chance for us to discuss our profession IMPA is very well known in its NGO

face-to-face with our peers. Our rela- role at the International Maritime Or-
tionship with the national regulator ganisation where their most recent

work. Wow! A number of you may
already have contributed to this initia-
tive during port visits by MNZ's John
Mansell and the project manager,
Bridget Carter. | urge you to give me
any additional contributions that may

appears strong and close. What do wesuccess has been a detailed review andoe of value, ahead of the meeting in

want from that relationship? Our amendment of pilot ladder rules. The
membership is admittedly not compre- Nautical Institute has now achieved

early July.
| look forward to seeing you all in

hensive throughout all the ports of the same status. | have no doubt after Auckland in October and even some

New Zealand. How can we improve talking to the presidents that they will
that statistic? MNZ's Qualifications
and Operating Limits (QOL) review successfully for the maritime industry
has the potential to significantly at our most influential international
change the landscape for workers in forum. The value of their monthly
the maritime sector and the ports and magazine, “Seaways” is undisputed.
harbours sector of our industry. What Ports of Auckland, for instance, recog-
will be the entry level qualification for nised the professional development

of you in Brisbane in November.

represent, support and innovate very NZMPA has resolved to assist with

partial funding of registration fees for

those of our members who are going
to Brisbane. An early indication to our
treasurer in Wellington about your

plans will certainly help us to finalise

those details.



OLD SAILOR FAREWELLS HARBOUR ROLE
Reprinted from the “Taranaki Daily News” 22 March 2010

By Rob Maetzig

You've got to believe in fate. How else
can it be explained why, in 1960 when
a fresh-faced 17-year-old Ray Barlow
sailed on his first voyage from Eng-
land as a cadet on a cargo ship, it
berthed at Port Taranaki?

And how else can one explain why,
when a couple of years later his ship
again berthed at Port Taranaki, Ray
Barlow attended a dance at the Star
Gymnasium in New Plymouth and
met his future wife?

There seems to have been a constar
connection with New Plymouth,
which in recent years has culminated
in Ray Barlow being a member of the
executive team at Port Taranaki Ltd,

as both the harbourmaster and operaf

tions manager.
Now it's all going to end. Captain Bar-
low officially retires on April 16 - at

about the same time his wife Shona

retires from her job as a specialist

was aboard a tanker making its
maiden voyage. That led to his gaining
experience with tankers, all of which
was to prove valuable on their return
to New Zealand in 1970 - because he
moved straight into this country's bur-
geoning energy industry.

"I moved right into being skipper on
the Min Tide and the Canadian Tide,
the two support vessels for the Sedco-
135F, which drilled exploration wells
off the South Island and the appraisal
wells out in the Maui gasfield,"” he
says. "Il always remember arriving
for that work - we got off the big jet
after flying in from the UK, and | was
immediately flown to the West Coast
in a light plane then helicoptered out
to one of the support vessels."

During the time drilling the Maui
wells the support vessels were based
at Port Taranaki, and Ray Barlow got
to know the port's harbourmaster John

nurse at Taranaki Base Hospital - and spent a year there learning about boatFlett and his assistant David Giles.
they will then be able to spend more handling, navigation and other seafar- This led to a job offer with the port

time together.
The harbourmaster role has already

ing skills, and then | joined the Blue
Star Line as a cadet.”

when the drilling rig was relocated to
the North Sea after the Maui opera-

been handed over to the port's marine His first voyage on a Blue Star vessel tion.
services manager, Captain John Ire- was on the New Zealand Star. That He was initially mate and then master

land. On his retirement, Captain Bar-
low's operations manager role will be
incorporated into a new management
structure within the port company.
Then it will be all over - almost.

"There are a few bits and pieces peo-
ple still want me to do, so | won't be
gone completely and I'm going to
carry on as the patron of the New Ply-
mouth Yacht Club, where | intend
doing a lot more sailing. But | think at
my age I'm going to be more like bal-
last than sailor," says Captain Barlow,
who turned 67 on Friday.

Ray Barlow was born north of London
in the Blitz in 1943. When he was nine
his family moved to Bristol, close to
the port of Avonmouth. That prox-
imity to the coast sparked no interest
in seafaring till the young man was
about 15, when he watched a televi-
sion documentary about a pre-sea
school at Southampton.

was the ship that visited Port Taranaki
in 1960. Captain Barlow says he can-
not remember much about that first
visit, apart from the fact he saw Mt
Taranaki and the ship unloaded gen-
eral cargo from Britain.

But he remembers another time he
visited New Plymouth, this time on
another Blue Star ship - the Australia
Star. He went to a dance at the old
Star Gymnasium and met local girl
Shona Mclntosh.

That was in 1963. In October that year
he immigrated to New Zealand and
joined the Union Steamship Company,
and in 1965 the couple were married.
That year Ray Barlow also got his
mate's ticket - entitling him to be sec-

aboard the port dredge Ngamotu, and
once he received his ship's pilot li-
cence in 1972 he worked as a pilot as
well, carefully guiding big ships into
the port's rather compact harbour in
Taranaki's often boisterous weather.
When Captain Flett retired, he was
appointed deputy harbourmaster, and
in 1988 he was made harbourmaster
when Captain Giles retired. Former
operations manager Peter Holmes re-
tired at about the same time, so he
took up that role as well.

Since then, Captain Barlow has played
a major role in substantial develop-
ments of Port Taranaki, and - fittingly,
since he is a pilot - he is happiest to
talk about his involvement in develop-

ond in command on the ships he sailed ing the port's fleet of tugs and pilot

on - and it was not long before he was
appointed the youngest chief officer in
the company.

The couple went to Britain in 1967 so

launches.

"I wasn't here when the port ordered
the tug Maui-1, but | was the first per-

son to drive it because the person who

"That triggered something, and | de- he could gain his master's ticket. Once was supposed to do the job got sick,"
cided to join the school," he recalls. "I that was achieved, his first command he recalls of the oldest of the port's



fleet of four tugs. Then when the Rupe Another pilot launch, the Rawinia-2, much as US$100 million (NZ$140m).
was built two years ago and he had a "When you think about it, berthing a

was built in 1984 to help handle the

bigger ships that were to arrive as a

result of the Think Big energy pro-
jects, | did the delivery voyage from
Port Chalmers. We purchased Kupe
from Wellington a few years ago, and
the latest tug, Tuakana, was built in
Northland.

"And then there's our pilot launch,
Westgate. Do you know it was the
first rigid inflatable boat to be used as
a pilot launch in the world? I'm very
proud of that boat - it cost $1.5 million
to build in Australia, and two years
later we picked it up for $250,000 at a

major role in deciding on its design
specifications.
During his career with Port Taranaki,

ship is actually a controlled collision

with a wharf," he says.

Captain Ray Barlow says his career

he has used the pilot launches and tugswith Port Taranaki has been satisfying

to guide more than 3000 ships in and
out of port. And that's even after tak-
ing into consideration that he has not
done much piloting in the past three to
four years.

"The ladders get a lot higher as you
get older.”

Piloting is an art, he says. It takes
years to train for the task, which is just
as well considering that some chemi-

and full of challenges.

"I've got to play with all sorts of toys.
Seriously, that's been one of the enjoy-
ments. That, and the fact that the peo-
ple I've worked with are positive sorts
who share the same values. I've al-
ways believed in two things: that peo-
ple should be entitled to be kept safe
when they are at work, and that people
should be able to go to work with

mortgagee auction when the company cal tankers being guided in and out of smiles on their faces, and go home

that owned it went bust."”

the port probably carry a value of as

with smiles. That's the secret.”

GLOBAL RIPPLES IN PORT PHILLIP MISHAP
By LEONIE WOOD, March 24 2010
This article was originally published iTHE AGE, it may be found at

theage.com.au

THE Federal Court has strongly be- the world what constitutes an The decision does not yet resolve li-
rated the Port of Melbourne Authority "incident" for the purposes of limiting ability and the damages claims. But it
and a Port Phillip sea pilot for failing a ship owner's liability. is also significant for the strong criti-
the captain of a Chinese ship who, In a decision that even the judge sug- cism levelled at the actions of the Port
while ordered to remain anchored, gested was likely to be appealed, the of Melbourne harbour authorities and
battled gale force winds and huge seascourt ruled there were two potentially Captain(The Pilot) of Port Phillip Sea

to try to stop his vessel drifting closer
to an undersea ethane pipeline.
Captain Xu Pingfeng's efforts on the
afternoon of December 13, 2008,
failed disastrously. The anchor of the
APL Sydney snagged and ultimately
shapped the pipeline, severing for four
months the flow of ethane from
Esso/BHP Billiton's production facili-
ties in Bass Strait to chemical plants in
Altona.

The incident has triggered a complex

blameworthy incidents on the after-
noon of the ferocious storm - not four,
as Esso and BHP argued.

Under an international maritime con-
vention, the liability of a ship's owner

in any single "incident" is limited to a
fixed value, which is linked to the

deadweight tonnage of the unladen
vessel. For the APL Sydney, it is $32
million.

Pilots.

In particular, the judge said the evi-

dence suggested the harbour authori-
ties did not have an emergency plan to
deal with a rupture of the gas pipeline
"let alone a sound plan that absolutely
prohibited using oxyacetylene or gas
axe equipment [to sever the anchor
chain] if there was the slightest risk

that the pipeline had been fouled or

Justice Steven Rares has ruled thatcould be ruptured".

there can be multiple, distinct inci-

"l just cannot conceive how any rea-

web of cases in the Federal Court as dents that give rise to different claims. sonable person could even have imag-
Esso and BHP Billiton and their cus- In other words, the claims against a ined using an oxyacetylene torch to
tomers, Qenos and Huntsman Chemi- ship's owner could be a multiple of the cut the cable if the ship remained
cal, sue the ship's owner for losses thatvalue calculated by reference to the where she was, when there was a real
so far total $67 million and could run deadweight. possibility that the anchor had fouled,
much higher. If Justice Rares's decision stands, theand might fracture, the gas pipeline,"
But the case of the APL Sydney is APL Sydney's owners would need to Justice Rares said, adding the outcome
much more than a courtroom saga of establish two liability funds, each suf- could have been a catastrophic explo-
finger-pointing and commercial ficient to meet claims of up to $32 sion.

claims. It is of enormous interest to million. The Port of Melbourne Authority yes-
world shipping and ship insurers be- The ship's owner, Strong Wise Ltd, terday said it was not a party to the
cause the Federal Court last week in- wanted the court to rule there was only proceedings, nor was it represented,
terpreted for the first time anywhere in one "incident" that caused damage. and it would read with interest an inci-



dent report yet to be published by the his concern at the ship's dangerousreturned to the APL Sydney minutes
Australian Safety Transport Bureau. proximity to the gas pipeline, "the after the windlass broke, he inaccu-
Asked whether the port authority now evidence does not reveal that harbour rately plotted the ship's position, ad-
had an emergency plan to deal with a control took any active step for about vised Captain Xu to move the ship
pipeline rupture, spokesman Peter 25 minutes to deal with the situation, dead slow ahead, and he suggested the
Harry twice said: "I do not have any far less to assist or facilitate the master ship's anchor be severed - a proposal
details to hand." taking steps to prevent the ship getting the judge said was inappropriate be-

Captain Xu's woes began minutes after too close to the pipeline".

he was ordered to stay in the outer He said Captain Xu was placed in a
anchorage in Port Phillip - west of the difficult position because, while it was

Fawkner Beacon and south-west of the clear he had ultimate responsibility for
undersea pipeline that runs from Hast- the safety of the APL Sydney, its crew

ings on the Mornington Peninsular to
Altona. The winds were already high
and gaining strength rapidly.

Captain (The Pilot) the pilot, was
aboard the APL Sydney but he left the
bridge before the vessel was fully an-
chored - a move the judge said
amounted to a breach of his obliga-

and potentially other people, he was
subject to the orders of the harbour
authority.

But he did not exonerate Captain Xu.

He said he made a mistake by accept-

ing the direction of harbour control;
instead he should have "ignored the
refusal of harbour control at 15:07 to

tions.

"If anything went wrong with the an-
choring, as it did in this case, the mas-
ter [Captain Xu] would be in the in-
vidious position of potentially breach-

allow him to move the ship" and be-
gun lifting anchor then and there.

"It was the time to act," the judge said.
"His instinctual reaction to the situa-

tion was correct. His primary respon-

ing the compulsory pilotage require- sibility was to ensure the safety of his
ments of the Port of Melbourne were ship, her crew and cargo and to pre-
he to use the engines to manoeuvre thevent the anchor damaging the pipeline.
ship or attempt to re-anchor her," the "I do not accept that he was absolved
judge said. of his right and duty to exercise that
"That position was exacerbated be- responsibility by the unhelpful refusal

cause the pilot directed the anchoring of harbour control to give its permis-

to be south-west of the pipeline ... ina sion.”

gale where the wind would blow the In court, Captain Xu said he could not
ship towards the pipeline if she were remember, indeed did not want to re-
not brought up to anchor. That is just member, all the details of what hap-
the position in which Captain Xu was pened. "It's been a long time, and it's
placed, contributed to by the conduct quite painful to remember all of this,"

of the pilot and later by the port au- he told the court. "And | want to forget

thorities." it all, although | couldn't.”

Within half an hour of the pilot disem-
barking, Captain Xu had asked har- frustrated while giving evidence and
bour authorities for clearance to move appeared "very upset and embar

cause it could have triggered a fire.

He said (The Pilot’'s) advice to ad-
vance dead slow ahead "had no justifi-
cation in the circumstances" and he
"did not provide the master with the
level of advice that a seafarer was en-
titted to expect from a person with an
unlimited pilot's licence for Port Phil-
lip Bay".

The judge saidThe Pilot)and Captain
Xu were "negligent" as the vessel's
forward movement ultimately ruptured
the pipeline. "Plumes" of gas shot
from the undersea pipeline, threaten-
ing to enter the accommodation areas
on the ship, and aéThe Pilot) told
harbour control the situation was "not
good. There's a f---ing cloud of gas
here."

Esso and BHP Billiton are suing the
ship's owner for $27 million, which
they say is the cost of replacing and
repairing damaged pipeline. Their
final claim is likely to run much
higher.

Qenos and Huntsman are suing for
losses of $27.6 million and $12 mil-
lion respectively after their production
was severely disrupted.

The chemical companies last year ar-
gued, unsuccessfully, that their claims
for economic losses fall outside the
capped liability provisions of the mari-

Justice Rares said Captain Xu becametime convention. They are appealing

Justice Ray Finkelstein's decision.

the ship further south-west because it rassed" by the incident, yet he was "a
was drifting north-east towards the practical and generally honest man"
pipeline. who "had some justification for his

Harbour control refused to let Captain frustration and his actions, because of|
Xu move unless the pilot was on the conduct of both harbour control

board, despite the fact that in the rag- and the pilot".

ing storm it would take 45 minutes for When the APL Sydney's anchor

(The Pilot)to return to the vessel. shagged the undersea pipeline, theg
The judge said that aside from harbour ship's windlass, which helps lift the

control's radio communications with anchor, broke and some pieces werg
both Captain Xu an{lThe Pilot) there  shattered. The ship was yawing in
was "no evidence of what, if anything, high seas with a taut anchor cable that
harbour control did in order to safe- unknown to the captain, had become
guard the pipeline". hopelessly entangled in the pipeline on
Justice Rares said that although Cap-the seabed.

tain Xu warned harbour authorities of The judge found that when the pilot

APL have been having a bad run|of
late in Australia with the same co
pany’s container ship “APL Colo

spected by the Australian Mariti
Safety Authority which found that
on board fire systems and equipmgnt
were working correctly. The “AP
Colombia” sailed the following day.
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